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Encounters

Wieke Eringa, Artistic Director of Yorkshire Dance
Yorkshire Dance is building a community of activists
– from all walks of life – around performances
addressing some of the big questions of our age.

This Encounters

Pay what you feel

Over the last two years there’s been
a new awareness in the debate
about gender, power and equality.

We’re committed to making the
festival affordable for everyone.

The #MeToo movement and the
gender-pay gap figures* demonstrated
a deep-seated and endemic impact
of patriarchy to a wider public.

Encounters will bring together inspiring dance artists
with a diverse crowd to share food, conversation,
participation and performance in Leeds. We’re
welcoming everyone – those who don’t normally come
to performances as well as those who frequently do.

We wanted to know how dance
contributes to this cultural change,
how a feminist awareness impacts
on dance-making currently, and
what it means to be a feminist
dance maker in 2019?

We believe dance can make the world a better
place. We know it can create deep connections
between different sorts of people drawn
together by seeing, and talking about, the kinds
of works you’ll experience at Encounters.

We’re absolutely thrilled to present
three solos by three very different
dance makers and invite another
nine highly diverse makers for
workshops and discussion.

We know the challenge is huge, and that
Encounters is small, so each edition will focus
on a particular element of a bigger theme.

They each approach their dance
practice and activism in different
ways but share a feminist awareness.

We invite you to join us in sparking new thinking,
new conversation and new connectivity.

* See https://www.ons.gov.uk

Booking is essential.
Please give us a ring on
0113 243 8765, tell us
which events you’d like to
go to, and we’ll book you in!
On top of all the events listed in
this brochure, our building will
be buzzing with activities for all
ages: make your own badges
and superhero masks, write
a love letter to your own body,
or even make your own
fairytale...
There’ll be a bar open all
weekend, and tea and coffee
will also be available throughout
the festival, so you can hang
out comfortably and creatively
between events!

#EncountersLeeds

#EncountersLeeds
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With that in mind we invite
you to pay what you feel like
paying on the day – so come
to everything that takes your
fancy.
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Friday, 10.00am - 12.00pm

Friday, 2.00pm - 4.00pm

Contact
Improvisation
workshop

The Mountain
and Other Tales of
She Transformed
workshop

with Zsuzsa Rózsavölgyi
Duration: 2hrs

with Nicola Singh

For dance professionals

Duration: 2hrs
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Open to all ages and abilities,
everyone welcome

Multi-disciplinary artist Nicola
Singh will lead a workshop
exploring expanded practices
of painting, sculpture and
writing in relation to the body.

Join Zsuzsa Rózsavölgyi
(previously a dancer for Anne
Teresa De Keersmaeker) in
a workshop connected to her
new work and influenced by
her observation of gorillas
using Brazilian Jiu-jitsu in play.
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Her workshop will combine
processes used in the making
of the installation, her own
practice and the themes of
Hannah’s solo to explore
physical and choreographic
approaches to making visual art.

Things to do

Discover how to experience
a flow-feeling through contact
improvisation – a movement
style which is a deeply-rooted
instinct in our bodies.

Things to do

Learn how gorillas and bears
practise contact improvisation
through the basic grips of this
martial art, combat sport and
self-defense system.

Nicola has developed an
installation that features in
Hannah Buckley’s performance
The Mountain and Other Tales
of She Transformed (see page
7 for more info).
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Friday, 5.30pm - 7.00pm

Friday, 6.00pm - 7.00pm

The Masks
We Wear
workshop

The Mountain
and Other Tales of
She Transformed

Duration: 1hr30

Duration: 1hr

with Ella Mesma

For dancers in training
aged 16-21

Aimed at dancers in training,
The Masks We Wear is a
workshop to explore our
identity on and off stage.
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The Mountain and Other Tales
of She Transformed is a solo.
It is a woman performing.

makeup, filters and masks, to
explore the shadows that we
hide from ourselves.
Participants in this workshop
are invited to stay afterwards
for some snacks, followed by
an introduction to the work
of Zsuzsa Rózsavölgyi before
her performance of 1.7 at
8.00pm.
With support from Northern School of
Contemporary Dance – CAT Scheme and
Phoenix Dance Academy.
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Inspired by mountains, fairy tales
and a 1970s body work book
for women, it is a meditation
on ‘feminism as the female
command of space’ – the many
things this could mean and the
many ways it could manifest.
Hannah Buckley’s work is quietly
political and she aims to create
processes and art that are spaces
/ forms of both critique and care.

The primary concern of her work
is to question existing social
structures of oppression, with
a focus on female experience.
Each performance of The
Mountain and Other Tales of
She Transformed will include
a series of workshops aimed at
women and non binary people.
The workshops will be curated
around the themes of the
performance and will include
physical, practical and artistic
sessions. Please see page 5 for
more info.

Things to see

In this workshop we will talk
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Things to do

Sometimes the performance
we put on in life can be more
restrictive than our stage
performance: from how
technology allows us to create
our self-image, to the sides of
our persona we choose to
show or to leave out.

Hannah Buckley
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Friday, 8.00pm - 9.00pm

Saturday, 9.30am - 7.00pm

1.7

Film Screening

Duration: 1hr

Duration: various; screening
timetable will be available on the day

Zsuzsa Rózsavölgyi

films by various artists

Suitable for ages 16+
Contains some nudity
and sensitive content

1.7 is not a new smartphone.
It’s the average birth rate
in Europe.

With a personal approach and
healthy disregard for taboos,
Rózsavölgyi slips into various

Fawn considers the act of
pleasing as an instinctive
response to fear, threat and
failure. Why do we seek to please?
And how? Fawn draws parallels
between the relationship of
pleasing another, pleasing an
audience and pleasing oneself –
as a person, as a dancer and as
a woman.

roles of the modern woman
and demonstrates what it
means to live in a female
body and to communicate
with a female body today.
Should women place their
bodies in the service of society
in order to increase the birth
rate – or is this problem more
easily solved with immigration?
This performance has been brought to
the UK with support from Leeds Dance

Outline Productions | BBC
No More Boys and Girls

Partnership.
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This eye-opening documentary
challenges the ways in which we
reinforce gender in our children.
Featuring parents, teachers and
7-year-olds, it challenges
preconceptions about behaviour,
physical strength, emotional
intelligence and aptitude. It
reveals how we limit children’s
potential for growth and
happiness. A great stimulus for
families who want to explore this
topic further.

Fawn
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Amy Watson
& Dennis Keighron-Foster
Dark Matter
Dark Matter explores the political
and social meaning of Vogue as
a dance form in the UK today. It
focuses on the House of Ghetto,
formed in the ashes of the 2008
financial crash by acclaimed
choreographer Darren Pritchard,
and examines the essence of
Vogue as a platform of resistance.
Eleanor Sikorski
Drawing My Orgasms
In 2017 Eleanor began to create
animations that visually describe
her orgasms. She uses animation
as a fluid, fantastical means to
describe what her orgasms feel
like (not what they look like).
The process is an attempt to
destigmatise sexual pleasure, to
articulate variety and nuance and
to simply celebrate masturbation.

Things to see

What effect do advertising,
media, traditions and pure
nonsense have?

Lizzie J Klotz
Fawn

Dusa

Things to see

In 1.7, the Hungarian artist
Zsuzsa Rózsavölgyi explores
the female body and its role
in society in a very humorous
and provocative way.
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Saturday, 9.30am - 10.30am

Saturday, 10.00am - 5.00pm

Superheroes

Make a Dance
in a Day

a movement workshop with
Laura Liddon & Danni Byars

a workshop with TC Howard

Duration: 1hr

Duration: 7hrs (including breaks
and a sharing from 4.30pm)

For young people aged 2 - 8

For women and girls aged 8 - 108
(and beyond)

Get to know each other through a
new focus: What stories do we want
to tell, what feels good, what is fun?
And do we care who’s watching?

Want to leap tall buildings
in a single bound?
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We will challenge stereotypes and
unpack what it means to us to be
female since #MeToo. We'll share
what we've created with friends
and family at the end of the day.
Whether you want to come on your
own, with your relatives or with
friends, all women are welcome!

Things to do

No experience necessary –
capes and costumes optional!

Things to do

Discover your dance superpowers
at this fun workshop with our
very own heroic dance artists
Laura ‘LightSpeed’ Liddon and
Danni ‘Danger’ Byars.

a
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Work with professional choreographer
TC Howard to explore what it means
to be a girl, a woman, a mother or
a daughter through dance.

Want to be invisible?

Well, now you can...

© Sara
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Saturday, 11.00am - 12.30pm

Saturday, 12.30pm - 1.30pm

Silent Disco

Indoor Picnic
Lunch

For all ages

Don’t forget your packed lunch!

dance for as long or as little
as you would like!
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Don’t miss out on the Silent
Disco on Saturday morning!

No need to book, just turn up!
Headphones and music
provided.
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Join the Encounters festival family
for a shared indoor picnic lunch.
Yorkshire Dance will provide soup and
bread for you to purchase, but please
bring anything else you like.
Please be aware that other people
may have allergies so we advise
that you share your food carefully.

Things to eat

Things to do

Choose your own playlist, and
dance! If you’ve never been to
a silent disco before, you’re in
for a hilarious, groovy treat.
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Saturday
1.00pm - 2.15pm for ages 9 - 15
2.30pm - 3.45pm for ages 16+

Saturday, 3.30pm - 5.00pm

Voguing

Feminist Dance
Making talk

a workshop with
Darren Pritchard

with Fernanda Muñoz-Newsome
Beth Cassani, Rhiannon Faith,
Madeline Shann & Eleanor Sikorski

Duration: 1hr15

Duration: 1hr30
For dance artists, practitioners,
students and anyone interested in
dance and feminism (of all genders!)
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Being feminine, camp, or having
female traits as a male is seen
as weak or emasculating. Vogue
Fem is an ownership of the

In this workshop you will spin,
dip and werqqqq to discover
ballroom culture and voguing.
You’ll learn the history and
context of the artform and
the foundations of the main
voguing styles (Old Way,
New Way and Vogue fem).”
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impacts on the work these ‘silly,
serious and brave contemporary
female heroines’* create.

What inspires, enrages and
concerns feminist makers?

How does feminism influence
what work they create, how
they create it, who they work
with and what structures they
create in?

Join us for a conversation
and find out more about the
practices of artists such as
Rhiannon Faith, Fernanda
Muñoz-Newsome, Eleanor
Sikorski, Madeline Shann and
Beth Cassani, and about how
feminist thinking (and activism)

Things to do

My answer: cause it’s so much
harder being a woman.

female energy in all of us and
celebrates it.
Things to do

“Someone recently asked me
why Vogue Fem is one of
the hardest styles out of the
ballroom culture dance styles.

How does a feminist awareness
impact on making dance in our
current climate?

* “Rhiannon Faith is a silly,
serious and brave contemporary
female heroine. She will go far.”
— Total Theatre

15

Saturday, 6.00pm - 7.00pm

Saturday, 7.30pm - 8.30pm

Rehabilitating
Venus

CHASM
Sophie Unwin

a performance lecture
with Lucy Suggate

Duration: 1hr

Duration: 1hr
For dance professionals
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“I have noticed a type of energy,
possibly power, sometimes
aggression emerge when I dance.
Maybe it’s a spirit, or a non-human
force that is encouraging me to
fall deep into my physical and
perceptual imagination; tricking
me to endure a kind of extreme
physicality, to overthrow time,
grace and logic.
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CHASM candidly flicks through
alternative chapters of a story,
a story mixed up in time,
somewhere in the future,
somewhere between reality,
imagination, fairytale and
cancer.
Sophie draws on health,
absurdity and control to
form her own story, one
with an ending she decides.

CHASM is a work-in-progress

Things to see

This performance-lecture thing
is a prelude to actions not yet
taken, found or made. It is an
attempt to summons the
idiosyncratic, the disobedient
and latent hysterias from
obscurity into glory.”

When shit hits the fan,
When your body is at war
with itself,
When you’ve lost control...
How do you hold on?

Things to see

In this altered-nation of dance
I am offered a glimpse of other
ways of being and ways to revalue
my very human relationship with
power, ambition and responsibility.

ri

Pecora

Supported by Arts Council England
and Yorkshire Dance
Dramaturgy: Tanya Steinhauser
Design: Katherina Radeva
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Sunday, 10.00am - 4.00pm

Yorkshire Dance Recommends
If you’re intersted in the type
of work we’re showing at
Encounters, we reckon you’ll
like this:

Unruly Bodies

with Jamila Johnson-Small
and Fernanda Muñoz-Newsome

A Festival

Lawrence Batley Theatre
Huddersfield, 4 - 10 March

Duration: 6hrs
For people, practitioners
and professional dance artists
x
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non-nameable? I think about it
like the time when someone said
in a performance rehearsal “THIS
IS NOT A DANCE, IT’S A THREAT” –
yes! How and where do our
bodies find and create intimacy,
what are the conditions, what
and how do we classify friendships? What is here already and
how do we greet/meet that
speaking, mobilising
simultaneous agency, oiling
the cogs of this girl-machine/
body-machine/earth-machine
through these fragile oracle
practices of divination…let’s
listen, widening and wet. Moving
in the dark to feel what can be
accessed and harnessed by a
performing body leaky…leaking
into choices about moving and
seeing in general. What creates
liveness, and what sense of
liveness are we interested in
living/exploring?

Shut Down

Identity in Performance

Tuesday 5 March, 7.30pm

Thursday 7 March, 7.00pm

Shut Down explores the spectrum
of modern day masculinity
and investigates the pressures,
contradictions and confusions
of being a man.

Who are we and where do we
want to go?

Vincent Dance Theatre

Dance, spoken word, rap and
real-life testimony collide to ask:
what is it like to live as a man
today?

Baby Face
Katy Dye

Wednesday 6 March, 7.30pm
Things to do

UNRULY BODIES FOR UNRULY
TIMES, organisms probing
emergent space/s inside and
outside skin-language that
communicates new feeling not
historical meaning…we mobilise
our intelligent nosey body-minds
to create space and rupture flow
in the every day. We access
unruliness in our thinking bodies
of water to make choice sensation and pleasure, political
gesture - within the bodies we
want to be breathing in. What
if our bodies spoke without
censoring information? I am so
tired but I am alive and only a bit
sick so...What if on a cellular level
we are able to make patriarchy
die a miserable death through
investing imagination in the
unruly beautiful mess of our
bodies? Priming, disturbing
(perceived) boundaries between
choreographic, social, verbal
and intimate space. What if our
speaking/mumbling/voicing
bodies found power inside
mess and the unformed/
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Welcome to a world of knee socks,
bunches, lollipops, bubblegum and
models adopting the childlike
expressions of six-year-old girls.
In this brave and outlandish
performance a grown woman
attempts to be your baby to
discover if innocence really is
as sexy as we’re told it is.

workshop with Ellie Harrison

In this workshop, performance
maker and artist Ellie Harrison
gives you the opportunity to
respond practically to the idea
of identity.
You will be equipped with strategies
for generating original material in
response to the theme of identity.
This might include performance,
photography, video, installation
and site-based work.

Full festival programme can be
found online at thelbt.org
Box Office: 01484 430528
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Festival
Timetable
Friday 8 March 2019
9am
Contact Improvisation workshop
The Mountain and Other Tales of She
Transformed workshop with Nicola Singh
The Masks We Wear workshop
The Mountain and Other Tales of She
Transformed by Hannah Buckley

10am

11am

12pm

1pm

2pm

3pm

4pm

5pm

6pm

7pm

8pm

9pm

10pm

Things to see
Things to do
Things to eat

1.7 by Zsuzsa Rózsavölgyi

Saturday 9 March 2019
Film Screening
Superheroes workshop
Make a Dance in a Day
Silent Disco
Indoor Picnic Lunch
Voguing workshops

Rehabilitating Venus with Lucy Suggate
CHASM by Sophie Unwin

#EncountersLeeds

Talk: Feminist Dance Making

Sunday 10 March 2019
Unruly Bodies workshop
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Fri 28 & Sat 29 June

Encounters

a festival exploring gender identity
You’re invited to join a crowd of
inspiring dance artists to share
performance, conversation and food.
Includes lots of family-friendly events.

support
our
work

Full festival line up coming soon.

Yorkshire Dance champions
dance throughout Yorkshire.

SAVE THE
DATE

We transform and inspire
the communities of
Yorkshire by creating
opportunities for people
of all ages, backgrounds
and abilities to see, make
and take part in high
quality dance.

If you would like to support
our work, either to bring
dance out to the wider
community or to support
the artists of the future,
please visit our website
to find out more.

yorkshiredance.com/support-us

We support local artists to
create exciting new works
by providing advice, studio
space and opportunities to
perform to a live audience.

As a charity we rely on
donations to make our
work possible and we are
incredibly grateful to all
those who support us.

Yorkshire Dance
Registered Charity No. 701624
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Yorkshire Dance
3 St Peter’s Buildings
St Peter’s Square
Leeds, LS9 8AH
Yorkshire Dance is in the cultural
quarter of Leeds city centre, opposite
the BBC and Leeds College of Music,
next to Northern Ballet & Phoenix
Dance Theatre, over the road from the
bus station and 15 minutes’ walk from
the train station.
Yorkshire Dance
Registered Company No. 2319572
England & Wales
Registered Charity No. 701624

#EncountersLeeds

yorkshiredance.com

